
D A N I E L  3

Faith Under Fire

Daniel 3 — A Deep Dive

“If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of 
your hand, O king. “But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or 
worship the golden image that you have set up.”
D A N I E L  3 : 1 7 – 1 8

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y  ·  T H R E E  V O I C E S :  T S A R F A T I  ·  M A C A R T H U R  ·  G U Z I K



D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

B E F O R E  T H E  P A S S A G E

Where the story stands

1
Chapter 2 ended with Nebuchadnezzar on his face before 
Daniel, confessing “your God is a God of gods”, and with 
the statue of his dream, in which Babylon was only the 
head of gold and every kingdom…

2
Chapter 3 is his answer.

3
He builds a statue of his own, sixty cubits high and six 
wide, about ninety feet by nine, and it is gold all the way 
down.
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D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I  ·  D A N I E L  3 : 1 – 7

An Image of Gold on the Plain of Dura

D A N I E L  3 : 1

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of 
gold, the height of which was sixty cubits and its 
width six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura 
in the province of Babylon.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati reads the statue as the king’s rebuttal 
of chapter 2. God had shown him an image 
with a head of gold and feet of clay and a 
stone that smashed it; Nebuchadnezzar builds 
an image that is all gold and asks the world to 
kneel.

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur notes what the king has done with 
the revelation he was given. In chapter 2 he 
confessed the God of gods; in chapter 3 he 
builds a god.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik supplies the dimensions and the 
setting: about ninety feet high, probably gold-
plated wood, on the open plain where the 
whole empire could gather. He draws the line 
to every regime since that has made…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   TSELEM DI-DEHAV · “AN IMAGE OF GOLD”
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D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I  ·  D I A G R A M

An Image of Gold on the Plain of Dura
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D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I  ·  D A N I E L  3 : 8 – 1 8

But Even If He Does Not

D A N I E L  3 : 8

For this reason at that time certain Chaldeans 
came forward and brought charges against the 
Jews.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati notes who the informers were, 
Chaldeans, the men Daniel had saved, and 
reads their envy as the old story of the Jew in 
a Gentile court: the foreigner promoted on 
merit, resented, and reported for his…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur draws attention to the second 
chance. The king is not cruel at first; he is 
reasonable, bow now and all is forgiven.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik observes that the king’s rage (verse 13) 
is the rage of a man who has been publicly 
disobeyed by his own appointees, and that his 
offer to replay the music is a kind of 
generosity, he wants them to bow,…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   AKHALU QARTSEIHON · “BROUGHT CHARGES”
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D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I  ·  D I A G R A M

But Even If He Does Not
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D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I I  ·  D A N I E L  3 : 1 9 – 2 5

Seven Times Hotter, and a Fourth Man

D A N I E L  3 : 1 9

Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, 
and his facial expression was altered toward 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. He answered 
by giving orders to heat the furnace seven times 
more than it was usually heated.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati notes that the furnace was not built 
for this; it was a brick kiln, the ordinary 
industrial fire of a city built of baked brick, 
and the king turned it into an instrument of 
worship-by-terror. He…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

“His facial expression was altered.” MacArthur 
reads the king’s rage as the response of an 
idol to being refused.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik walks the detail, the valiant warriors, 
the trousers, coats and caps, the urgency of 
the command, and notes that the text gives 
the reader every reason to believe the three 
are dead at verse 23. Then he…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   CHAD-SHIV’AH · “SEVEN TIMES MORE”
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D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I I  ·  D I A G R A M

Seven Times Hotter, and a Fourth Man
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D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I V  ·  D A N I E L  3 : 2 6 – 3 0

Not Even the Smell of Fire

D A N I E L  3 : 2 6

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the 
furnace of blazing fire; he responded and said, 
“Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, come out, you 
servants of the Most High God, and come here!” Then 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego came out of the 
midst of the fire.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati reads the inspection as God’s verdict 
delivered through the empire’s own 
bureaucracy: the satraps and governors who 
were summoned to bow are now summoned 
to examine, and they find nothing. He notes…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur notes the change in the king’s 
vocabulary: “the Most High God” is the 
language of chapter 4 arriving early. The king 
does not yet know God, but he knows what 
he has seen.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik draws out the completeness: hair, 
clothing, smell. God does nothing by halves.

T H E  O R I G I N A L   AVDOHI DI-ELAHA ILLA’AH · “SERVANTS OF THE MOST HIGH GOD”
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D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I V  ·  D I A G R A M

Not Even the Smell of Fire
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D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

K E Y  I N S I G H T S  T O  C A R R Y

What to carry from this chapter

1
The statue is the king’s answer to the dream.
In chapter 2 Babylon was only the head of gold; in chapter 3 the 
king builds an image that is gold to the ground and asks the world 
to kneel

2
Deliver is the spine of the chapter.
“What god is there who can deliver you?”

3
The pressure is atmosphere, not argument.
Music, a crowd, an instant cue, a furnace: worship made easy, 
emotional and unanimous.

4
“But even if He does not.”
Able, will, but if not: total confidence in God’s power, loose hold 
on the outcome, unconditional obedience.
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D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

K E Y  I N S I G H T S  T O  C A R R Y

More to carry

5
The fire burned only the ropes.
Bound and clothed they went in; loosed and walking they were 
seen.

6
God met them in the fire, not outside it.
Isaiah 43, verse 2 in the plain of Dura.

7
Not even the smell.
The officials who bowed in verse 7 inspect in verse 27 and find 
nothing: hair, clothes, smoke.

8
The king knew a great deal and still said “their God.”
He sends His angel, He delivers, He is worthy of trust (verse 28), 
and a decree that defends Him by violence.
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D A N I E L  3  ·  F A I T H  U N D E R  F I R E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H E  T A B L E

Talk it through

1
The whole empire bowed on cue because the music played and everyone else went down. Where is the music playing in your world 
right now, the atmosphere that makes going along feel like nothing, and what does standing look like there?

2
“What god is there who can deliver you out of my hands?” Who or what in your life is asking that question, a boss, a diagnosis, a debt, 
a fear, and what is your answer?

3
The three men did not need to give an answer because nothing was undecided. What in your walk is still undecided, still up for 
negotiation each time the pressure comes, that you need to settle once, now, before the furnace?
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C L O S I N G

The music played and the world went down; three men stayed standing and went into the fire 
bound. The fire burned the ropes and nothing else, the fourth man walked with them, and the 
king who asked “what god” blessed Him by name, with not even the smell of smoke on the men 
who would rather burn than bow.

Teaching the Word. Watching the Times. — Smith For Christ

Full Deep Dive, O·I·A study, reflection journal and film: see the Daniel study page.
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