
D A N I E L  2

The Impossible Dream

Daniel 2 — A Deep Dive

“In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom 
will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.
D A N I E L  2 : 4 4
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D A N I E L  2  ·  T H E  I M P O S S I B L E  D R E A M  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

B E F O R E  T H E  P A S S A G E

Where the story stands

1
Chapter 1 ended with four Hebrew teenagers standing 
before Nebuchadnezzar and found ten times better than 
all his magicians and conjurers.

2
Chapter 2 opens “in the second year” of his reign, about 
603 B.C., with Daniel still in his teens or barely out of 
them, and the king cannot sleep.

3
He has dreamed something that has shaken him, and he 
demands of his whole establishment not only the 
interpretation but the dream itself.
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D A N I E L  2  ·  T H E  I M P O S S I B L E  D R E A M  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I  ·  D A N I E L  2 : 1 – 1 3

The Impossible Demand

D A N I E L  2 : 1

Now in the second year of the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; 
and his spirit was troubled and his sleep left him.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati sets the scene inside the book’s 
timeline: Daniel is barely out of his training, 
the king is barely into his reign, and God 
speaks to the most powerful man alive about 
the end of the age before He…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur notes the two things the king 
wants: the dream and the interpretation. He 
will not be fooled by a clever story.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik argues the demand was fair: the 
Chaldeans claimed supernatural access and 
the king called the bluff. He supplies the 
practice of dismemberment, the possibility 
that the young king welcomed an excuse to…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   CHELMIN · “DREAMS”
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A Prayer Meeting That Changed History

D A N I E L  2 : 1 4

Then Daniel replied with discretion and discernment to 
Arioch, the captain of the king’s bodyguard, who had 
gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon; he said to 
Arioch, the king’s commander, “For what reason is the 
decree from the king so urgent?”

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati draws attention to the order: Daniel 
speaks with wisdom to Arioch, gains time, 
and then prays. The first move of the man of 
God under a death sentence is not strategy 
but intercession, and not alone.

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur notes what Daniel did not do: he 
did not run, lie, bargain, or despair. He acted 
with discernment, he asked for time, and he 
asked God.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik quotes Strauss, “In prayer meetings 
such as this history has been made”, and 
walks Daniel’s composure: tact, information, 
time, prayer. He stresses that the mystery was 
revealed, not figured out.

T H E  O R I G I N A L   ETA U-TE’EM · “DISCRETION AND DISCERNMENT”
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A Prayer Meeting That Changed History
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The Statue and the Stone

D A N I E L  2 : 3 1

You, O king, were looking and behold, there was 
a single great statue; that statue, which was 
large and of extraordinary splendor, was 
standing in front of you, and its appearance was 
awesome.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati reads the statue as the times of the 
Gentiles in one image: the empires that rule 
the world from Nebuchadnezzar until 
Messiah, seen as one man because they are 
one system. He draws attention to where…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur notes the obvious thing first: the 
statue is a man, and the kingdoms of the 
world are man’s glory as man sees it, 
splendid, awesome, and about to be dust. He 
reads the descent of the metals as the…

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik calls the sequence devolution, not 
evolution: gold to silver to bronze to iron to 
clay. He also notes the physics, the statue is 
heaviest at the top and weakest at the 
bottom, and a stone to the feet is enough.

T H E  O R I G I N A L   TSELEM CHA.D. SAGGI · “A SINGLE GREAT STATUE”
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The Statue and the Stone
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M O V E M E N T  I V  ·  D A N I E L  2 : 4 4 – 4 9

A Kingdom That Will Never Be Destroyed

D A N I E L  2 : 4 4

In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that 
kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush 
and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself 
endure forever.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati reads verse 44 as the promise the 
whole book of Daniel is built to deliver: a 
literal kingdom, set up by God, in the days of 
a literal confederation of kings, on this earth, 
under Israel’s Messiah,…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

MacArthur hears in verse 44 the certainty of 
the kingdom and the sovereignty of the One 
who sets it up: not left to another people, not 
succeeded, not improved upon, forever. He 
reads the stone as Christ at…

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik puts verse 44 beside Revelation 11, 
verse 15, “the kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Christ”, and Matthew 6, verse 10, “Your 
kingdom come,” and observes that the 
prayer…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   MALKHU DI LE-ALMIN LA TITCHABBAL · “A KINGDOM WHICH WILL NEVER BE DESTROYED”
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A Kingdom That Will Never Be Destroyed
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A Kingdom That Will Never Be Destroyed
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K E Y  I N S I G H T S  T O  C A R R Y

What to carry from this chapter

1
The wise men were right.
“No one could declare it... except gods, whose dwelling place is 
not with mortal flesh” (verse 11).

2
Mystery is the spine of the chapter.
Raz, the king wants it, the Chaldeans cannot give it, four men 
pray about it, God reveals it, Daniel announces the One who 
reveals it.

3
Daniel worshiped before he went to the king.
Verses 20–23 are the theology of the whole book, times, kings, 
wisdom, hidden things, sung before the outcome was safe, in the 
plural: “what we requested.”

4
The credit was refused twice.
“Not for any wisdom residing in me more than in any other living 
man” (verse 30).
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More to carry

5
The metals decline.
Gold to silver to bronze to iron to clay: less value, more hardness, 
more division.

6
The stone strikes the feet.
Not the head, not the legs, the toes, the last divided form of the 
fourth kingdom.

7
The kingdom does not evolve; it replaces.
“It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms” and “will not 
be left for another people” (verse 44).

8
The king got everything right except the object.
God of gods, Lord of kings, revealer of mysteries, and he bowed 
to Daniel.
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Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H E  T A B L E

Talk it through

1
What crisis are you facing alone that God meant you to carry on your knees with others?

2
Daniel blessed God before he delivered the answer, “He removes kings and establishes kings.” Which ruler, boss or circumstance do 
you need to see tonight as established by God, and what would worship before the outcome sound like?
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C L O S I N G

The king could not sleep and the wise men could not help; four young men prayed and a 
mystery was revealed in the night. A captive told the emperor there is a God in heaven, read him 
the whole of history from the head of gold to the toes of clay, and then the stone, cut without 
hands, that ends every kingdom and fills the earth.

Teaching the Word. Watching the Times. — Smith For Christ

Full Deep Dive, O·I·A study, reflection journal and film: see the Daniel study page.
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