
D A N I E L  1 1

History Written in Advance

Daniel 11 — A Deep Dive

“By smooth words he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly toward the covenant, but the people who know 
their God will display strength and take action.
D A N I E L  1 1 : 3 2

A  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T  S T U D Y  ·  T H R E E  V O I C E S :  T S A R F A T I  ·  M A C A R T H U R  ·  G U Z I K



D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

B E F O R E  T H E  P A S S A G E

Where the story stands

1
Daniel 11 is the most detailed prophecy in the Bible.

2
In forty-five verses it covers some 375 years, from the 
Persia of Daniel’s own day through Alexander, through a 
century and a half of war between the Ptolemies of 
Egypt and the Seleucids of Syria…

3
It is the content of the vision chapter 10 introduced: 
“what is inscribed in the writing of truth,” read out by the 
messenger who was withstood twenty-one days to bring 
it.
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D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I  ·  D A N I E L  1 1 : 1 – 8

Persia, Alexander, and the Two Kings

D A N I E L  1 1 : 1

In the first year of Darius the Mede, I arose to be 
an encouragement and a protection for him.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati sets the chapter in the writing of 
truth: the messenger is not predicting, he is 
reading. He walks Persia’s four kings to Xerxes 
and the Greek war he started, then Alexander 
and the four-way split,…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

“Do as he pleases”, Alexander in verse 3, the 
final king in verse 36. MacArthur notes that 
the phrase is the Bible’s description of a man 
who answers to no one, and that it is always 
followed by the same thing: broken, 
uprooted, “given to others.”

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik names the Persian kings, Cambyses, 
Smerdis, Darius the First, then Xerxes the rich, 
and Salamis, and then Alexander: the 
Granicus, Issus, Gaugamela, Babylon, dead at 
thirty-two with no heir ready. He…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   EMETH · “THE TRUTH”
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D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I  ·  D A N I E L  1 1 : 9 – 2 0

The Long War of North and South

D A N I E L  1 1 : 9

Then the latter will enter the realm of the king of 
the South, but will return to his own land.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati reads the back-and-forth as the 
nations doing what nations do, armies, pride, 
a victory thrown away, a bigger army, and the 
land of Israel changing hands with every 
campaign. He notes the phrase “his…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

“Yet he will not prevail.” MacArthur draws the 
thread: Ptolemy wins at Raphia and cannot 
keep what he won, because the text had 
already said he would not.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik dates the campaigns: Raphia, 217 B.C., 
a Ptolemaic victory with tens of thousands 
fallen; the years of recovery; Antiochus the 
Third’s return around 200 B.C. with “a great 
army and much equipment.”

T H E  O R I G I N A L   HAMON RAV · “A GREAT MULTITUDE”

4



D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I  ·  D I A G R A M

The Long War of North and South
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D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I I  ·  D A N I E L  1 1 : 2 1 – 3 5

The Despicable Person

D A N I E L  1 1 : 2 1

In his place a despicable person will arise, on 
whom the honor of kingship has not been 
conferred, but he will come in a time of 
tranquility and seize the kingdom by intrigue.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati introduces the man the whole 
chapter has been walking toward: Antiochus 
the Fourth, the little horn of chapter 8, the 
sketch of the Antichrist. He notes how he 
came, not by right, not by war, but by…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

“They will speak lies to each other at the 
same table; but it will not succeed, for the 
end is still to come at the appointed time.” 
MacArthur reads verse 27 as the chapter’s 
theology in one line: two kings…

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik tells the history: Antiochus the Fourth’s 
seizure of the throne from his nephew, Onias 
III, the alliance with Egypt and its betrayal, the 
first invasion, the two kings at Memphis lying 
to each other, and…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   NIVZEH · “A DESPICABLE PERSON”
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D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I I I  ·  D I A G R A M

The Despicable Person
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D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I V  ·  D A N I E L  1 1 : 3 6 – 4 5

The King Who Does As He Pleases

D A N I E L  1 1 : 3 6

Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and 
magnify himself above every god and will speak 
monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will 
prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which 
is decreed will be done.

A M I R  T S A R FAT I

Tsarfati reads verse 36 as the Antichrist 
stepping onto the page: the willful king, the 
self-exalting blasphemer, the one Paul and 
John describe. He notes what the Antichrist 
rejects, the gods of his fathers,…

J O H N  M A C A R T H U R

“For that which is decreed will be done.” 
MacArthur refuses to let the willful king be 
the subject of his own verse.

DAV I D  G U Z I K

Guzik marks the shift carefully, Antiochus did 
not do these things, and the text says the end 
time, and gives the picture: Antiochus is the 
trailer, the Antichrist the feature. He surveys 
the readings of “the…

T H E  O R I G I N A L   VE-ASAH KHIRTSONO HA-MELEKH · “THE KING WILL DO AS HE PLEASES”
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D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I V  ·  D I A G R A M

The King Who Does As He Pleases
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D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

M O V E M E N T  I V  ·  D I A G R A M

The King Who Does As He Pleases
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D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

K E Y  I N S I G H T S  T O  C A R R Y

What to carry from this chapter

1
The most detailed prophecy in the Bible.
Some 375 years in 45 verses, Persia, Alexander, the Ptolemies and 
Seleucids, Antiochus, so exact that critics date it after the events.

2
Stand is the spine of the chapter.
Amad, kings arise, armies cannot stand, a daughter will not take a 
stand, the despicable person stands up; and the people who 
know their God display strength

3
The prophecy follows two of the four because Israel lay 
between them.
The king of the South (Egypt) and the king of the North (Syria) 
fought for a century and a half over the Beautiful Land.

4
Antiochus came by flattery in a time of ease.
Not by right, not by war, “intrigue” (verse 21).
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D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

K E Y  I N S I G H T S  T O  C A R R Y

More to carry

5
A Roman circle in the sand turned him on Jerusalem.
The ships of Kittim (verse 30), the humiliation at Alexandria, the 
altar to Zeus in December 167 B.C.

6
The people who know their God will display strength 
and take action.
Verse 32 is the heart of the chapter: in a chapter of kings who do 
as they please, only those who know God stand, and they are 
refined, not wasted (verse 35)

7
Verse 36 steps over the centuries.
Antiochus never exalted himself above every god; verses 40–45 
do not match his death; the angel says “the end time.”

8
“He will come to his end, and no one will help him.”
The last page of the last tyrant, already written (verse 45), slain 
with the breath of Christ’s mouth, thrown alive into the lake of 
fire
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D A N I E L  1 1  ·  H I S T O R Y  W R I T T E N  I N  A D V A N C E  ·  S M I T H  F O R  C H R I S T

Q U E S T I O N S  F O R  T H E  T A B L E

Talk it through

1
What smooth words are working on you right now, and in what season of ease?
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C L O S I N G

Four kings of Persia, one mighty king broken at the top, a century and a half of war over the 
Beautiful Land, a despicable man who took the throne by flattery and put an idol on the altar, 
and the people who knew their God stood. Then the last king, who does as he pleases until God is 
finished with him, and comes to his end with no one to help.

Teaching the Word. Watching the Times. — Smith For Christ

Full Deep Dive, O·I·A study, reflection journal and film: see the Daniel study page.
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